
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 7
Genesis 6 gave us the terrifying news that because of the great and continual evil of humanity upon the earth, God had 
decided to flood the earth to cleanse and clear the creation from the evil.  In the midst of this news, God shows grace and 
favor to Noah and his family, calling them to build an ark to save representatives from the animal kingdom and also their 
own lives.  This ark will be a massive undertaking but Noah responds in faith and obedience.

Genesis 7:1-5 - Final Charges Before The Flood

We read in Genesis 6:20 that God was going to initiate something in the animals to bring them to Noah. Initially 
the text tells us that Noah is to bring two of every kind (6:19) and now we read further instruction to bring seven 
“clean animals”.  The text gives us the first indication of why in verse 3 - “to keep offspring alive on the face of 
the earth.”  Here is some more insight:

(Noah) is instructed to take on board seven pairs of all clean animals and a pair of the animals that are 
not clean. (We can learn more about) the distinction between clean and unclean creatures, in Leviticus 
11:1-47 and Deuteronomy 14:4-20. Since after the flood some clean animals will be offered as sacrifices 
(see Gen. 8:20) and some will be eaten as food (see 9:3), to ensure their survival it was necessary to have 
more than one pair of each kind in the ark.” (ESV Study Bible, Genesis 7:1-5)

Can you imagine how Noah must have felt hearing the news that “in seven days I will bring the flood?!”  We do not 
have an exact timeline of how long it took Noah to build the ark (between Genesis 6-7), but some good scholars 
have suggested anywhere between 55-75 years based on genealogies and other estimates.  

Let’s assume it took 60 years.  That’s a long time.  That’s your full time job.  And you are working hard, seeing 
limited progress daily but significant progress yearly.  And finally the massive, 500+ foot vessel is complete and 
God says - “Noah, in seven days, this ark will rise on the waters that will flood this earth… This will be your 
home for the next 40 days as the earth is cleansed from its evil.”  

What do you think Noah felt?!

Genesis 7:6-12 - The Flood Begins

Noah’s family and all of the animals now enter the ark and the flood begins.  The text tells us that not only was 
their intense rain but that the “fountains of the great deep were opened”.  Water from above and water from below 
for 40 days non-stop.

To  make this moment even more dramatic, it is possible that this was the first time it rained.  Consider what we 
read previously:
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Genesis 2:5-6 - Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, 
for the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the ground. 6 But a 
mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground.

Genesis 7 is the first recorded time of “rain” upon the earth, and it’s in relationship to the flood.  Wow.

v. 11 - it’s also worth noting that the text includes a number of very detailed chronological features.  “The 600th 
year of Noah’s life”, “seven day”, “40 days and nights” and the most detailed found in verse 11: “in the second 
month, on the seventeenth day of the month”.  These phrases highlight that this was a real and historical event.

Genesis 7:13-16 -  Noah’s Family Enters The Ark

8 people enter the ark while thousands, if not millions or billions do not.  The animals are their only other 
companions. And God shuts the door.  When God shuts the door, no one is getting in, no one is getting out.

Genesis 7:17-24 - The World Is Flooded

As the rain waters rise, the ark is lifted from it’s support and now is a floating zoo.  As I read the text again 
this time I envisioned Noah and his family filled with uncertainty and even fear yet palpably mindful of the grace 
of God upon their lives.  What were they thinking?  What were they doing?

Did they hear the voices of their previously mocking neighbors as they shrieked for help and entrance onto the Ark? 
 Was the rain too loud to hear anything else?  Did the family sit in their living quarters holding each other or 
were they already working the rounds of feeding the animals on the boat?

The flood waters covered the mountains.  It rains for 40 days and 40 night and the waters remained on the earth 
for 150 days.  Every living thing, ever living thing that is not on this ark dies by deluge and drowning. Can you 
even imagine?

This is a difficult story to read in it’s true, non-cute Sunday school story because there are little pairs of animals marching 
on old man Noah’s happy boat.  This is difficult, and sad and sobering.  Our creator, Yahweh is a powerful God and He is the 
just God.  And sin and pride and rebellion has consequences.  And make not mistake, the flood is not God’s fault, it’s 
humanity’s fault.  

To think about the sadness of this event should get us to be grateful that God lets us continue on his planet at all.  One sin 
separates us from the Holy One.  Continuance in sin drives us far away.  He is holy we are not.  And yet He pursues us, longs 
for us to be reconciled with Him.  He gives us grace and mercy every day.  And He helps us live holy, when we ask Him for that 
help.  He is not looking for perfection from His fallen creation, he is longing for relationship with them.

And so we look at Noah and his family, alone on the ark and remember how much God loves us, those who He has bestowed His 
grace upon.  And the way God shows this grace is peculiar.  Let’s remember, Noah and his family are rescued and snatched 
away from judgement, not by what they have done, but by what God has done for them.  
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J.A. Motyer writes: “There is no security for Noah anywhere but in the ark. Quite outside his experience, and his expectation, 
Noah and his family are to be entombed in a place of darkness in order to be saved. The three-story boat, 450 feet long, 75 
feet wide, and 45 feet high was effectively a prison.  And Noah takes on himself the pain and the darkness of the tomb in order 
to pass safely through the time of divine judgment.  By his willing obedience to God, he becomes the savior of those of his 
family who trusted in him and his God. No wonder the ark has featured in Christian thinking as a symbol of salvation in 
Christ, and as a picture of God’s church.” (“The Bible Speaks Today: The Message Of Genesis 1-11”, pgs. 140-141)

God provides a place of safety from the judgement that is coming to those who trust in Him and respond to His word.  He keeps 
them safe and will bring them to renewal after the judgment.  In the meantime, we like Noah must cling to the promise of God. 
 We must be jealous of our relationship with God and stay faithful and busy with what God has called us to do.  And wait in 
that safety, amongst the mess and smell of the old world’s creatures to begin life again on the other side when God opens up 
the door again.
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